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Meijer LPGA Classic golfers reflect
on dads on Father’s Day weekend
SPORTS, 1B

Get the latest news, sports and more

See today’s top headlines, local breaking news, area
scores, things to do and subscriber exclusives at
hollandsentinel.com.

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

Use your computer or app to access your paper online.
Subscribers also get access to USATODAY’s eNewspaper,
plus updated news and sports Extra sections.

SCAN ME! OFFER EXPIRES 6/30/23

For our anniversary, we're giving the presents to you!

FREE ESTIMATES! Book yours online or call today.

WINDOWS

DOUBLE
Your YES! Savings

40%
OFF*

616-344-2045

The upturned political scene in Ottawa County
could be catching, experts have said — and it’s pos-
sible Livingston County is the second stop on a road-
map far-right fundamentalist group Ottawa Impact
started drawing in 2021.

“What (they’ve) done and are doing here is a blue-
print for counties across America,” Rev. Matt Tre-
whella recently told the Ottawa County GOP.

The pastor — from Brookfield, Wisconsin — cre-
ated an anti-abortion militia in the 1990s and called
the murder of abortion providers “justifiable homi-
cide.” He’s compared coronavirus pandemic-related
mask mandates to the Holocaust. 

More recently, he’s been active in promoting the
idea of resistance to civil authorities based on the
ideas of John Calvin and the Magdeburg Confession
of 1550, which called on Protestant pastors to resist
political tyranny.

That idea might be gaining traction in other con-
servative strongholds across the state — and both
supporters and opponents are organizing.

POLITICS: OTTAWA COUNTY
IMPACT

Is Livingston
following the
same roadmap
Ottawa created?
Sarah Leach
Holland Sentinel

USA TODAY NETWORK

See POLITICS, Page 2A

HOLLAND — It’s been less than a year
since Mark and Amy Buhl took over Holland
Book Mart on Washington Avenue, giving
their 28-year-old son, Nathan, who is autis-
tic and nonverbal, a place to excel.

Nathan, who communicates using the
rapid prompting method and a letter board,
has always been able to participate in cer-
tain aspects of a job, but others are harder.

So, they decided, why not buy a business
where he could work?

The family took over Holland Book Mart
on Nov. 1. Not long after, they started the
process of finding a larger space. They
dreamed of adding more seating for cus-
tomers and developing a section dedicated
to education about autism. They also con-
sidered a potential name change.

“My parents have always wanted the
best for me,” Nathan told The Sentinel.
“They are strong advocates for me. That has
been true my whole life. They want me to
have meaningful employment. They
bought a bookstore for me to work at. They
are thinking of me all the time.”

Last weekend, their dreams came to fru-

ition when Nathan, Amy and Mark reopened
the bookstore under a new name — The Next
Chapter Book Mart — and in a new location
at 710 Chicago Drive, Suite 250.

Autistic, nonverbal
AND THRIVING

Nathan Buhl (right) and his father, Mark, file books away into the computer on Wednesday
at The Next Chapter Book Mart in Holland. PHOTOS BY CODY SCANLAN/HOLLAND SENTINEL

How one local bookstore
hopes to educate Holland

Austin Metz
Holland Sentinel

USA TODAY NETWORK

Visitors to The Next Chapter Book Mart can
now enjoy a bigger space and a new seating
area. The store is located on Chicago Drive.

See BOOKSTORE, Page 5A

You’ve heard of Little Free Libraries — but did you
know Michigan is also home to Free Little Art Galler-
ies?

That’s right: This summer, you’ve got access to an
art-drop box for others to enjoy your work, and
you’ve got an opportunity to enjoy someone else’s
creation.

The main difference is, of course, the maker. Not
often do authors put their own work in Little Free Li-
braries. But some artists place their own creations in
Free Little Art Galleries (also known as FLAGs) as of-
ten as they can.

According to a few sources, FLAGs aren’t overseen 

FREE LITTLE ART GALLERIES

Michigan has 15
across the state 
Here’s where to find them

Patricia Alvord
Livingston Daily

USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

See ART, Page 2A
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Features for 
June 19 - June 23

Breakfast
2 Eggs w/Hashbrowns, 2 Strips of Bacon or 2 Sausage 

Links & Choice of Toast $6.29

2 Pancakes w/2 Sausage Links $4.89

Lunch
Chicken Pasta Salad w/Fresh Fruit & Homemade Sweet Bread 

$10.59

Dinner
Dinner - includes 2 sides & A Roll

Grilled Chicken Breast $8.59

Beer Battered Shrimp $13.59

3 Meat Merger (Ham, Meatloaf, Chicken Tender) $9.99

www.jackiesplaceholland.com • 616.392.6775

H
L-
33

74
40

54

Outdoor Drive-In Worship Service
¼ mile North of Fennville on 58th Street.

June 18, 2023 - Lords Day 24

Service begins at 6:00PM

Special Music: Shelly VanLoo

Guest speaker: Pastor Bill Dodge

A FREE WILL offering will be taken 
during the service.  Gifts will be used to 

continue the Outdoor service.

If there is thunder and lightning 

or a Tornado warning at 5:00pm 

or it’s been raining ALL day the 

outdoor service will be cancelled.                                                               

Telephone: 616.283.1546 or 

616.990.5976

All Welcome – Join us as we praise and 
thank God by worshipping with Him and 

His creation! HL-35888153

“I think it took a little bit longer than we thought, so
we underestimated how much work it would be,” Amy
said. “But we were very thankful for different friends
and volunteers who came out and helped us pack up
books and move boxes.”

Amy said it took close to two weeks to move out of the
old location and several additional weeks to move into the
new location — but they’re happy with how it turned out.

After getting additional signage and hanging local
artwork, the business will hold a grand opening in
July. For now, they’re open 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Tuesdays
and Thursdays and 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Wednesdays, Fri-
days and Saturdays. 

According to Amy, the biggest difference is space.
The new store gives customers more room to walk
around and space to enjoy a seating area.

So far, she said, they’ve received lots of positive
feedback, with many customers commenting on how
conveniently the new location is placed in proximity
to Holland and Zeeland.

But the family has more dreams to pursue.
“I know Nathan is going to want to still do so much

more,” Amy said. “I know he wants to do more things
with this learning center concept and he also wants to
get more involved in the finances and the books for the

store and learn that. We ultimately want to make those
things accessible so he can participate in some of that.
There’s definitely more to come.”

The family is especially grateful for the communi-
ty’s support.

“Really to express my feelings, I need to say that
were life easy, perfect grace wouldn’t be necessary,”
Nathan said. “Moments, trials, and hardships make
me love Jesus, (and) others more. I want to greatly
thank everyone. You are so appreciated.”

— Contact freelancer Austin Metz at ametz@gan-
nett.com .

Bookstore
Continued from Page 1A

NATION & WORLD

HELSINKI – Summer is wildfire sea-
son in southern Europe, but this year
the continent’s north is also at risk, with
forest fire warnings in effect from Scot-
land to the Nordic and Baltic countries. 

A lack of rain and rising temperatures
have led to dangerously dry conditions
in the region, leading to worries of a re-
peat of the summer of 2018, when major
wildfires swept across Sweden in par-
ticular.

Small wildfires are already burning in
Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Finland
and Scotland, and experts worry it
could get much worse unless there’s sig-
nificant rainfall in coming weeks.

Unlike the sun-soaked Mediterra-
nean countries, which have to deal with
wildfires every summer, the phenome-
non is rare in the countries of northern
Europe, where summers are normally
cool and wet by comparison.

“These countries are relatively new
to drought problems,” said Niclas
Hjerdt, head of hydrological forecasting
at Sweden’s weather agency SMHI. “We
usually have an excess of water up here
in northern Europe and Scandinavia. So
there isn’t this historic knowledge of
how to deal with drought situations that
you could find in countries further south
in Europe.”

SMHI says southern Sweden re-
ceived very little rain in May and not a
single drop so far in June, leaving the
soil exceptionally dry. The agency says
the risk of wildfires is now “extremely
high” in the southern half of the country,
including the Stockholm region, and
even though there’s some rain in the
forecast this weekend, it’s not likely to
be enough to have a significant impact,
Hjerdt said.

In neighboring Finland, the Finnish
Meteorological Institute last week
warned of dry terrain and a “high risk” of
forest fires in most of the country, with a
“very high risk” in southwestern Finland
and the Aaland islands in the Baltic Sea.
Both Sweden and Finland are mostly
covered by forests.

Similar warnings have been issued in
Norway, Denmark and the Baltic coun-
tries, while Scotland has put in place its
fourth wildfire warning in three weeks.
Campfires are banned or discouraged in
affected areas.

Experts say the drought could be re-
lated to the transition of La Nina to El
Nino climatic conditions in the Pacific,
which shifts weather patterns across
the world, and often leads to dry sum-

mers in northern Europe.
Hjerdt said it’s too early to draw any

link to climate change but added that in
general, a warming climate is making
the Nordic region more vulnerable to
forest fires by making summers longer
and winters shorter, prolonging the
“vegetative” season when most precip-
itation evaporates or transpires rather
than sinking deeper into the ground.

Temperatures are heating up in the
region and are expected to hit 86 de-
grees Fahrenheit in coming days in Fin-
land – rare for a country straddling the
Arctic Circle.

“The heat wave can stay on the sur-
face for next week as well and spread all
the way to Lapland,” said the Finnish in-
stitute’s meteorologist Tuomo Berg-
man, referring to Finland’s northern-
most area. No substantial rain was ex-
pected in Finland until around Midsum-
mer Day, June 24, he said, when
traditional bonfires will be banned.

Denmark’s farming minister, Jacob
Jensen, said the drought “has already
had a major impact on our agriculture in

the past few weeks, and with the pros-
pect of a summer without rain, we will
have to have a clear plan for how we can
help agriculture in the best possible
way.”

The Federation of Swedish Farmers
said the drought had already affected
grassland crops and could have an im-
pact on cereals.

“If there is no rain soon, future har-
vests will suffer,” the industry group
said in a statement. It noted that due to
the hot and dry summer of 2018, the in-
dustry lost almost the entire grain har-
vest at a cost of approximately $1.2 bil-
lion.

Globally, last month tied for the sec-
ond warmest May on record, according
to the European Commission’s Coperni-
cus Climate Change Service, with tem-
peratures in Canada and the northern
United States particularly warm. Cana-
da saw major wildfires that sent hazard-
ous haze deep into the U.S.

In Europe, May was drier than aver-
age in southern Scandinavia, the Baltic
countries and western Russia, Coperni-

cus said. Meanwhile, most of Southern
Europe except Spain and Portugal saw
wetter than average conditions, with se-
vere floods in northern Italy.

Parts of the Balkans are now experi-
encing heavy floods caused by strong
and persistent rain. Highways and
roads have been closed in Serbia and
Montenegro due to landslides, some
bridges have collapsed and hundreds of
people have been rescued from flooded
homes and cars.

The southwestern part of Europe has
been much drier. This spring in Spain
was the hottest – and the second-driest
– on record for the country. That has
created conditions for wildfires break-
ing out early this year and the need for
restrictions on water for agriculture, in-
dustry and filling private swimming
pools in the hardest-hit areas.

In France, two-thirds of the national
water tables are below normal levels.
Localized forest fires have broken out in
parts of France, including regions such
as Lorraine and Vosges where extreme
heat and forest fires are rare.

Firefighters work to put out a forest fire south of Alvesta, Sweden, on June 6. Small wildfires are already burning in
Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Finland and Scotland, and experts worry the situation could get much worse unless there’s
significant rainfall in coming weeks. FREDRIK SANDBERG/TT NEWS AGENCY VIA AP

Get the latest news: Find more stories in the Nation & World Extra
section, a subscriber-only feature in your eNewspaper.

Wildfire warnings in effect in Europe
Drought, heat cause 
dry conditions in north

Jari Tanner and Karl Ritter
ASSOCIATED PRESS


